
2013-14 “Male/Female Athlete of the Year” Nominees 

  

Male Candidates 

Noah Cairns 

Noah, a junior swimmer, swept NCHSAA 3A state championships in the 200-yard freestyle and 500 

freestyle – the latter in which he was undefeated all season and set a Cardinal Gibbons record 

(4:33.91) in an all-American consideration time. Noah is the first Crusader male to earn an all-

American consideration cut since 2004, and was named “Championship MVP” at this season’s state 

meet. 

  

Robert Kelly 

Robert, a finalist for the 2012-13 “Male Athlete Of The Year” award, entered this spring Cardinal 

Gibbons’ first tennis all-American. He followed his junior (2013), undefeated singles state 

championship and dual-team state “Championship MVP” campaign by extending his winning streak 

to 48 matches (23-0 thus far this spring) and repeating as the NCHSAA 3A state champion. Robert 

has tallied a 111-13 career record (singles and doubles), and will seek to lead the Crusaders’ to a 

successful defense of the 3A dual-team state championship this Saturday. Robert will continue his 

interscholastic athletics pursuits this fall at UNC-Chapel Hill. 

  

Gannon Morrison 

Gannon began his senior lacrosse season as an all-American and Cardinal Gibbons’ all-time leader in 

points (255), goals (115) and assists (140). This spring, Gannon eclipsed the 100-point mark, with 43 

goals and 66 assists during the Crusaders’ regular season. Gannon has been a four-year mainstay on 

Crusaders teams that have tallied a 73-5 record – including a 2012 state final (open classification) 

berth and undefeated 2014 campaign (18-0) – entering the ongoing NCHSAA 1A/2A/3A state 

playoffs. Gannon will continue his interscholastic athletics pursuits this fall at Marist College. 

  

Stephen Scott 

Stephen, a junior, is a two-sport impact player (football/ baseball), who made unprecedented 

imprints on the baseball diamond this spring. Stephen, along with handling catching duties for 

Gibbons’ pitchers, tallied a .612 batting average, .726 on base percentage and 1.224 slugging 

percentage –  all highest such totals in Coach Jim Liebler’s 17 seasons leading the Crusaders. 

Stephen’s batting average,  fueled by 30 hits in 49 at-bats, is among the highest in NCHSAA history. 

Among those 30 hits are eight home runs – equal to Stephen’s Triangle-area leading total in 2013. 

  



Female Candidates 

Rachel Bartolomeo 

Rachel is a three-time all-state cross country runner, having secured top 10 finishes in the 2011, 2012 

and 2013 NCHSAA 3A state meets, in which she helped Cardinal Gibbons to three team state titles. 

Rachel, the 2011 Mideast Regional cross country champion, extended her prowess to the track, 

where she was a member of Crusaders 4x800-meter and 4x1600 relay teams that set school records. 

This spring, Rachel recorded a 7:08 time in the 2000-meter steeplechase – the second fastest ever by 

a North Carolina female, and among this season’s 10 fastest performances throughout the United 

States. Rachel will continue her interscholastic athletics pursuits this fall at NC State.  

MaryGrace Doggett 

MaryGrace, a finalist for the 2012-13 “Female Athlete of the Year” award, repeated as the 

NCHSAA 3A cross country state champion last fall. She is a three-time all-state performer for 

Cardinal Gibbons’ 2011, 2012 and 2013 state championship teams. On the track, MaryGrace has 

won three state championships in the 3200-meter run (one outdoor, two indoor), and earned all-

American distinction in the 5000-meter run (17:01 – second fastest ever by NC female) at last 

March’s New Balance Indoor national meet. MaryGrace – who competed in this spring’s nationally 

prestigious Penn Relays – will continue her interscholastic athletics pursuits this fall at NC State. 

 

Morgan Reid 

Morgan, Cardinal Gibbons’ 2012-13 “Female Athlete of the Year,” is a four-year starter in soccer – 

in which she has earned two all-American distinctions – and basketball (four-time all-conference). 

This spring (thus far), Morgan has netted 22 goals and nine assists for the Big Eight 3A Conference 

co-champion Crusaders. This past basketball season, Morgan scored 401 points and finished her 

hardwood career with 1,212 points. Morgan’s 13.4 points and 4.6 assists per game marked team 

highs for the 23-7 (sectional finalist) Crusaders, as she led Cardinal Gibbons in scoring and assists 

for the fourth consecutive season. Morgan, who scored the 2013 NCHSAA 3A state championship 

clinching (first) goal, represented the United States on the Under-17 soccer national team that 

competed in the 2012 FIFA World Cup (held in Azerbaijan). Morgan will continue her 

interscholastic athletics pursuits this fall at Duke University. 

Shelby Scanlin 

Shelby began her senior lacrosse season as a two-time all-American and Cardinal Gibbons’ all-time 

leader in goals, including surpassing 100 goals in her junior season (2013) alone. During the 2014 

regular season, Shelby totaled 68 goals and five assists for the Crusaders (13-2), who are pursuing the 

program’s first NCHSAA state championship. Shelby, an academic all-American, too, has played in 

numerous all-American/all-star contests, and helped inaugurate Cardinal Gibbons’ first varsity field 

hockey season last fall. Shelby will continue her interscholastic athletics pursuits this fall at the 

University of Maryland. 


