
It all begins with music.  

Every school day, in between classes, the hallway fills with the sounds of country, folk, or jazz.  Every 

school day, in between classes, Michael Friedman stands outside Room 103 humming lyrics and 

chatting with students. 

“Hi, how are you doing today?” he asks, and then adds a personal P.S. Students, in turn, are all smiles as 

they enter, and leave, his AP Language and Composition class (yes, AP English).  

The students are still smiling as Friedman, a one-time college professor and newspaper columnist, 

begins the lesson. Today, it centers on the mind-challenging task of writing a winning essay on the AP 

exam. 

Together, students and teacher recite a poem before debating the pros and cons of their first review 

essay. They also listen as Friedman, who holds a master’s degree in American and Modern Literature 

and attended the National Shakespeare Conservatory, works the room.  

He sprinkles the discussion with references to Bob Dylan, T.S. Eliot, and Stephen King; tells a joke or 

two; and makes football or baseball analogies to help students grasp a writing concept.  There’s also the 

affirming high fives he gives students with the correct answers or the candy he doles out at the end of 

class. 

Friedman’s teaching style – though he much prefers to call it an attitude - is distinct, like having a 45-

minute long conversation with students. And “it” is not only effective but continues to mesmerize 

students 14 years after he started teaching at Gibbons. “It” has also captured the attention of his 

colleagues, who last year nominated him as Teacher of the Year. 

Of his attitude Friedman, who embodies the best qualities of a scholar and a comedian, says, “If it 

works, it works … try to be interesting, whatever that means.” 

To his students “that means” Friedman, a natural teacher, not only captures and retains their attention, 

but also connects with them and provides them with the skills to become effective writers. 

“I love that Mr. Friedman keeps the class fun with jokes, and analogies,” notes Erica Schumann ’16, 

adding that her favorite part of the class is reciting a poem to “get us in the zone.” 

While he is a challenging teacher, says Luke Bobo ’16, Mr. Friedman is also a caring teacher who “is 

always willing to help if you are having trouble with any assignment.”  

Steven Fedorovich ’16 agrees and adds, “His love of the subject inspires a student to acquire as much 

knowledge as he or she can.” 

 

After school, students also seek out Friedman who often serves as a chaperon on the Gibbons Italy trip. 

Additionally, he not only moderates Coffeehouse nights, but also participates in them, playing guitar and 

singing, usually with a student or students.  

Asked what he likes most about teaching at Gibbons, Friedman says, “Every day is a mystery … I 

embrace mystery.” 

 

It all ends with music. 


